ENMORE PARISH COUNCIL

DRAFT
Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 2nd September 2025
at 7.30 pm in Enmore Memorial Hall

Attendance: Cllr. Hopkins, Cllr Jackson, Cllr Hubbard, Cllr Hucker, Cllr Comley, Clerk: D. Mcllroy,
RFO: A. Stoye. Cllr Caswell, T. Searle, M. Hill.

1.

Apologies were received from Cllr Fergusson.

There were no Declarations of Interest on Agenda Items.

There was an amendment to the minutes of the meeting held on 1st July, to record Cllr Fergusson’s
presence at the meeting, his name having been omitted in error. After amending these minutes
accordingly, the minutes of both 1st July and 4t August meetings were approved and duly signed.

There were no public comments on Agenda Items and Questions on matters of concern.

Actions arising from previous meeting minutes.

5.1
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Speed management /SID update.

Cllr Comley expressed his view that the speed restrictions and installation of the SIDs had been a
success in slowing the speed of vehicles through the village but that the use of Average Speed
cameras would be far more effective than the very limited police presence available at present.

He considered that frequent communication with Sir Ashley Fox MP was necessary to note that
the equipment was still taking too long to be approved although becoming less expensive to
install, and the fact that the fines raised would go to central government, not to the local area, was
a disincentive for small councils to install the equipment.

Cllr Hubbard noted that the accident that occurred in July was possibly a result of speeding, with
a significant amount of injury and damage to property and person, but no information had been
released. She hoped that serious accidents of this kind would have an impact on the frequency of
a police presence in the village

Cllr Comley also stated that in due course he would be resigning from the Parish Council and that
the person who ‘takes over’ the responsibility of monitoring and maintaining the SIDs would
need a Microsoft laptop in order to download and transfer the data from the SID, which he does
regularly. He was happy to provide help and advice for whoever takes over his role.

ACTION: Cllr Comley to email Sir Ashley Fox MP for further updates on speed cameras and
also email PCSO Cox as to an update and what action the police are taking in view of the
accident.

Update on road safety/horse/wildlife signage.
Cllr Jackson reported K. Tyson’s information that the new horse rider/wildlife signs had been

approved and would be installed in the current financial year, with the exact timing outside her
control. In these circumstances it would be inappropriate to ask K. Tyson for an update.
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5.4

5.5

There then followed a discussion on the placement of mirrors within the village for the safety of
all road users. Of the three sites chosen, all on private land, one landowner had expressed
concern about liability in event of an accident deemed to have been caused by the mirror and it
was this that prompted the Parish Council to investigate this issue. D. Mcllroy had contacted
Zurich Insurance, who had stated the mirrors themselves were covered by the Parish Council
insurance policy, but in the event of an accident each case would be treated on its own merits.
Cllr Comley raised the questions ‘was the Parish Council prepared to take on the responsibility of
the installation and maintenance of the mirrors?” and ‘Are the benefits to road users greater than
the risks?” He noted that glare from convex mirrors was minimal and would be diffused by virtue
of their shape. Cllr Comley therefore proposed that three mirrors be purchased by Enmore
Parish Council, sited on private land and maintained by the Parish Council. This proposal was
seconded by Cllr Hucker and the other members of the Council were in agreement. However,
whilst voting in favour, Cllr Jackson expressed her concern regarding indemnity for legal liability
and queried whether our insurance cover was sufficient.

Broadband update.

D. Mcllroy had received an update from Mark Weston (aide to Sir Ashley Fox) from Openreach.
Apparently their delivery of full fibre is based on telephone exchange areas. They have potential
plans to deliver FT'TP to the Bridgwater exchange area (which serves Enmore).

If all goes well Openreach would expect FTTP to be available to order by the start of October.
They recommend Enmore residents register their interest on their website www.openreach.co.uk
and they will be updated as soon as FT'TP becomes available.

M. Hill was concerned that there might be a gap in this provision between Stone Hall Lane and
the Goathurst turn-off in the main village and she wondered how it would affect residents of the
Lane and along Enmore Road, and possibly Haynes Farm as well. Cllr Comley offered to
investigate the situation.

ACTION: CllIr Comley to contact Openreach for further information.

Civil cemetery update.

Cllr Jackson stated that there was nothing new to report.

Wilder Enmore update.

Cllr Jackson had circulated a report prior to the meeting. She wished it noted in the

minutes that Enmore would be the first village in Somerset to be awarded a Wilder Village award
by Somerset Wildlife Trust. SWT wished to hold an event to celebrate this with a press release to
the public. Cllr Jackson had offered the use of Enmore Memorial Hall with drinks and nibbles to
be provided by Enmore Parish Council for this event. Cllr Jackson therefore asked the Parish
Council to approve expenditure on hiring the Hall and provision of refreshments for this event.
This was seconded by Cllr Comley and agreed by all.

Cllr Hopkins thanked Cllr Jackson for all her work for the Wilder Enmore initiative.

There will also be a Litter pick on Sunday morning November 16th.



6. There were two applications for the Parish Council to consider.

Planning application number: 45/25/00016/FHY

Proposal: Erection of timber garden room.

Location: Pightley House, Pightley Road, Spaxton, Bridgwater, Somerset, TA5 1AQ

The Parish Council were in agreement that they supported the application and there were no concerns.
ACTION: D. Mcllroy to inform Somerset Planning Department of the Parish Council’s support of this
application.

Planning application number: 27/25/00002/FHY

Proposal: Erection of two storey rear extension (South).

Location: 5 School Cottages, Enmore Road, Enmore, Bridgwater, Somerset, TA5 2DP

The Parish Council were in agreement that they supported the application and there were no concerns.
ACTION: D. Mcllroy to inform Somerset Planning Department of the Parish Council’s support of
this application.

7. Correspondence

D. Mcllroy had received an email from Somerset Highways asking about the location of any grit/salt
bins in the Enmore Parish in preparation for the coming winter. Cllr Hucker informed her that there
were 3 dumpy bags of salt which had been removed over the summer.

This information was passed onto Somerset Highways. Upon further enquiry D. Mcllroy was informed
that, as Enmore Road is now included in the precautionary salting network, it was not proposed to
provide any salt bags. Several councillors expressed concerns as the Church Lane/Frog Lane loop is
not included in the gritting process and the hill by the Spaxton turnoff becomes treacherous in bad
weather. However, it was agreed by all that at present no action would be taken and to review this
situation later in the year with regard to weather conditions and whether the bags had been reinstated.

Following from August 4th meeting where it was decided to accept the QL offer of a village sign for
Enmore at a price of £750, D. Mcllroy emailed Dan Broadbent of this decision but as yet has had no
acknowledgement of the email or confirmation of the order.

8.  Finance report/ approval of payments.

A. Stoye had circulated an up to date finance report prior to the meeting. She noted that the interest
payment to the council for August was £14.14.

She also noted that the next payment of the public works loan would be taken by direct debit this
month. After the payment of this instalment there would be £1,890 remaining on the loan. She noted
that the Parish Council held sufficient funds to repay the loan and still have a prudent level of capital
reserve. There would be a small penalty for repaying the loan ahead of schedule. Cllr Jackson
proposed that A. Stoye investigate how much this penalty would be if the remainder of the loan were to
be repaid - this was seconded by Cllr Comley and the other councillors gave their approval in principle
for the repayment, subject to A. Stoye’s report.

A. Stoye sought approval to pay Enmore Memorial Hall £22 for the hire of the Hall for additional
Parish Council meetings. This was given.

Finally, she reported she had carried out some updating of the website and removed meeting minutes,
agendas and planning applications that were more than 2 years old. She asked that she be informed of
new information the councillors required on the website or any links found to be broken.



9. Report from Neighbourhood Watch.

Cllr Fergusson, who was unable to attend this meeting had informed D. Mcllroy that there was nothing
to report at this meeting.

10.  Report from Footpaths Officer.

Cllr Hubbard reported that there had been instances of over-cropping in maize fields but now that
most of the maize had been harvested this was no longer a problem. She noted she had tried to contact
Somerset Footpaths and the Footpath Warden on behalf of Mr & Mrs Wright (who live at Bramblings)
with no success. Mr & Mrs Wright have a PROW across their land and eatlier in the year Cllr Hubbard
had reported that the stile was in a poor state of repair. However, without any notification to Mr &
Mrs Wright, the stile has been replaced by a latched gate. They are worried that the horses which graze
on their property may escape onto Enmore Park Golf course causing damage to themselves and the
golf course. They would ideally like a stile to replace this gate, or a kissing gate, either of which would
be more “horse proof”. Neither Cllr Hubbard nor Mr & Mrs Wright have had any response to their
attempts at communication. Cllr Jackson proposed that the Parish Council write to Somerset footpaths
and explain the situation. This was agreed by all the Councillors present.

ACTION: D. Mcllroy to email Footpaths department and update them.

11.  Confirm dates/start times for 2026 meetings.
It was decided that the meetings for January, March and November 2026 would commence at 6.30pm.
The meetings for May, July and September 2026 would commence at 7.30pm. The choice of starting

time to be determined by whether GMT or BST is in force.

As there was no further business the meeting was closed at 8.20 pm

Signed: ... Date: oo
Chairman of Council

NEXT MEETING Tuesday 4t November 2025 at 6.30pm



