
ENMORE PARISH COUNCIL

 DRAFT
 Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 6th May 2025 at 7.30 pm

 in Enmore Memorial Hall

Attendance: Cllr. Hopkins, Cllr Jackson, Cllr Hubbard, Cllr Hucker, Cllr Comley,
Clerk: D. McIlroy, RFO: A. Stoye. Members of the public

1. Apologies had been received from Cllr Fergusson.

2. There were no Declarations of Interest on Agenda Items.

3.  Cllr Jackson requested an amendment to the minutes of the meeting held on 4th March 2025.  She asked
that the wording of paragraph 6.2 be altered to ‘the signs being work in hand and under review’ and not
‘that they had been ordered’.  After this amendment the minutes were approved and duly signed.

4.  Public Comments on Agenda Items and Questions on matters of concern.

T. Searle expressed a wish to talk to the Council on agenda item 5.2 . This was acknowledged by Cllr
Hopkins.

5.  Actions arising from previous meeting minutes.

5.1  Speed management /SID update.

Cllr Jackson stated that there was nothing to report.
Cllr Comley reported that the SID at Enmore Inn had been hit but there was no electrical damage.
He organised its repositioning on a bracket further away from the road; the bracket kindly made by
Neil Popham.  However, the SID had to be positioned lower than previously due to its weight.

Cllr Comley analyses data from the SIDs for a week at a time.  His most recent analysis was for the
SID at Stone Hall Lane. The SID recorded the speeds of 13,627 vehicles over the week, including
810 travelling at speeds greater than 40 mph and 131 at speeds greater than 50 mph.  He has
notified the police who stated that they will send out speed enforcement teams in due course.

Cllr Comley has researched average speed cameras as a way forward. The cost of two cameras
would be £60,000, which he stated could be raised privately. He was told by PCSO Cox that there
were two factors to consider, one being the length of time taken for the equipment to be qualified,
the other being that all speeding fines collected would be given to central government and not the
local area.  Cllr Comley reported that he had talked to Sir Ashley Fox regarding these factors to see
if he was able to help.

Cllr Hopkins wondered whether letters should be sent to the Police Commissioner and to the Chief
Constable of Somerset regarding the speeding still occurring through the village and asking what
steps they will be taking.  The councillors approved of this action.  Cllr Hopkins also thanked Cllr
Comley for his research and continuing to be proactive with regard to the speed management issue.

ACTION: Cllr Hopkins & D. McIlroy to write to the police department requesting a police
presence in Enmore, and to Neil Popham to express the thanks of the Parish Council for his help.



5.2  Discuss road safety questionnaire & position and cost of additional signage for horses and
wildlife.

Cllr Jackson informed the Parish Council that she had received an email from K. Tyson
confirming the position of the new horse rider signs in Upper Enmore, but no signage in Lower
Enmore.  Following discussion with K. Tyson it has been agreed that the sign near Mill Farm will
be double-sided, thereby warning traffic coming from both directions of horse riders and in
particular going into the bends from the Taunton direction.  There will also be a sign put up on
the pole that is to be replaced before the golf club warning traffic coming from Bridgwater.
SLOW road markings will also be in place. The estimated cost to Parish Council will be £300 for
the six signs.

T. Searle thanked Cllrs Jackson, Hucker and Comley for all the work they had done in making the
roads safer for horse riders and pedestrians.  She had been disappointed that the original proposal
was for only two signs through the whole of the village.  She was pleased that there are now to be
more signs.  Cllr Jackson explained that in rural locations signage is kept to a minimum for
impact.  As there are now speed restrictions and road markings, there is a limit to what can be put
in place.

T. Searle had recently circulated a questionnaire to local residents and was happy to share the
results with Cllr Jackson who agreed to forward them to K. Tyson for her perusal and thoughts.

T. Searle also spoke about the use of mirrors.  The owner of the Tynte Arms had placed a small
mirror on the corner of the lane and, whilst it was useful, a larger mirror would be rather more
effective.  She wondered if the Parish Council would fund the purchase of three mirrors: a larger
one by the Tynte Arms, one at the Smocombe House/Barford junction and one at the Stone Hall
Lane entrance.  Cllr Jackson remarked that the mirrors would have to be placed on private land as
they could not be placed on the highway.  Cllr Hopkins suggested that the land owners be
approached informally and asked for permission, rather than a formal letter being sent by the
Parish Council, and this course of action was agreed.

Cllr Comley proposed that the Parish Council fund the mirrors, Cllr Jackson seconded and all
present agreed, subject to a maximum cost of £150.  (Cllr Comley had researched the price of
suitably sized mirrors at about £40 each.)  Following discussion, Cllrs Hucker and Comley offered
to approach relevant landowners informally.

ACTION:  Cllr Hucker to approach Mr & Mrs Flintoff, Cllr Comley to approach Mr Dodden
for permission to install mirrors.

5.3  Broadband update.

Cllr Comley reported that no further progress had been made. He had been in contact with
Universal Service Obligation (USO) regarding broadband vouchers and had been informed that
there had been no interest from Enmore residents in the scheme.  He reported that he had made
the decision to invest in the Starlink system (cost about £1,000 initially and then £75/month) and
is very happy with the speeds achieved.

Cllr Hucker pointed out that not all Enmore residents could afford these costs, which Cllr
Comley acknowledged. Mark Weston (aide to Sir Ashley Fox MP) is contacting Somerset Council
with regard to the lack of broadband services in the area.  Cllr Comley will continue to investigate
the matter.



5.4  Civil cemetery update.

Cllr Jackson & Cllr Hucker had circulated a report prior to the meeting.  The main points were
that the cemetery car park had been used for a film crew from BFI when filming at Broomfield.
They were very grateful and will inform the Council when the film is released.

5.5  Wilder Enmore update.

Cllr Jackson stated that the school continues to work with QLPS and herself.
The church yard has been given ornamental bird boxes from QLPS decorated by a mental health
group and these will be placed in suitable locations in the churchyard.
A litter pick is due to take place in July (date now confirmed as 13th July).

ACTION: Cllr Jackson to organise equipment and collection of rubbish.

6. Planning applications.

No new applications have been submitted.
However, notification had been received from planning of a request to determine if prior approval was
required for the proposed erection of a barn at Mill Farm.

7. Correspondence

Correspondence had been received from Mr and Mrs Manning notifying the Parish Council of their
intention to submit a planning application for the erection of permanent stables in the grounds behind
their house.  As the planning application has not officially been submitted, the Parish Council are
unable to comment but will send a letter to Mr & Mrs Manning acknowledging receipt of their letter.

ACTION: Cllr Hopkins and D. McIlroy to write to Mr & Mrs Manning.

There were three outstanding items of correspondence, of which two relate to Highways.  One was
regarding the blocked drain in Church Lane reported by Mr Pound and the other was regarding the
degradation of the road surface outside Enmore Park Golf Club.  Letters and emails had been sent to
Mr Hackling at Highways since December 2024 with no response.  Cllr Hopkins suggested a letter be
sent to the Chief Executive of Somerset Council, but Cllr Jackson suggested as a first response to write
to K. Tyson of Highways with whom she has been in regular correspondence.

ACTION: Cllr Hopkins & D. McIlroy to write letters/email K. Tyson and Chief Executive for updates
on the matter.

The third outstanding matter was correspondence with planning enforcement.
D. McIlroy reported that she understood that there is a 12 week backlog.  Therefore, this matter will be
reviewed at the next meeting.

8.  Finance report and approval of payments.

Cllr Comley wished to discuss a financial matter before A. Stoye’s report.  He was unhappy with the
amount of the payment made to Somerset Council for the speed reduction project through the village.
According to his calculations, the bill should only have been £2,400 (if the TRO was split with the
school).

Cllr Jackson reminded him that the payment was approved by all councillors in May 2024 and she listed
the work completed and the agreement with Highways concerning the total cost.  As there had been no
fatalities on the stretch of the road by the golf club, the Parish Council had to ask for a TRO, which



was approved, but the Council had to finance it.  A lively discussion on this subject ensued.  Finally,
Cllr Hopkins proposed that, as nothing new was mentioned and the invoice had been paid for work
completed, there should be no further discussion of the matter and that the next item should be
discussed. This was seconded by Cllr Hucker and agreed by the remaining councillors.

A)  Internal Audit report and final accounts for 24/25

A. Stoye had circulated final accounts for the 2024/25 financial year prior to the meeting,
together with a finance report.  AGAR forms had also been circulated before the meeting, with
explanations of the input where appropriate.

As RFO, A. Stoye had signed Section 2 of the AGAR forms (Accounting Statements) and
P. Ingram had previously signed the Annual Internal Audit form.  There were no matters of
concern arising from the Internal Audit.   The Internal Audit report was received and noted by
councillors, and P. Ingram was thanked for undertaking this work.

B)  Discussion of any recommendations arising from the internal audit.

There were no recommendations made by P. Ingram this year.

C)  Approval of Financial and Governance Returns for 2024/25.

Councillors approved the Annual Governance Statement for 2024/25 and this was duly signed by
the Chairman and the Clerk.

Councillors then approved the Accounting Statements and the Chairman added his signature to
the form.

D)  Approval of Certificate of Exemption for 24/25.

As the income and expenditure were both under the £25,000 threshold and there were no matters
of concern, all councillors were happy for a certificate of exemption to be completed and
submitted.  This was then signed by the Chairman and the Responsible Financial Officer.

Once the minute references have been confirmed, A Stoye will scan the forms, upload them to the
website, and send the certificate of exemption to the external auditor.

The financial records have to be available for scrutiny by the public for a statutory period of 30
consecutive working days, the period to include the first 10 working days of July.  A. Stoye mentioned
that she would be available for almost all the advertised period to make available records but may need
a ‘deputy’ for part of the time.  A Stoye will make appropriate arrangements for any days she cannot
cover.  It is thought that no such application to examine the records has been submitted to date.

E)  Finance report and accounts for the 2025 year to date.

A brief finance report had been circulated before the meeting.  A. Stoye reported that the precept
had been received and no payments out had been made at that stage.  There were no queries from
the councillors.

F)  Approval of payments.

A. Stoye requested for approval to pay the invoice for SALC which has risen to £119.27 this year
(£75 had been allocated in the budget based on last year’s fee). The reason given for the rise was
an increase in workload caused by the change to a unitary council.  Whilst A. Stoye thought that



SALC was a useful resource and that we should pay this year, she suggested monitoring usage and
assessing usefulness over the coming year.  Cllr Jackson agreed with A. Stoye and proposed that
the invoice be paid and use monitored.  Cllr Hucker seconded the proposal.  All agreed to review
membership  next year.

Approval was also sought to pay Enmore Memorial Hall to hire the Hall for VE Anniversary
celebrations at a cost of £40.  A. Stoye noted that there were funds in the budget for the support
of community events.  All agreed and approval was given.

9. Report from Neighbourhood Watch

Cllr Fergusson, who was unable to attend, had informed D. McIlroy that he had nothing to report at
this meeting.

10.  Report from Footpaths Officer

Cllr Hubbard had nothing to report and commented that it was a pleasure to walk the footpaths as they
were so dry.  She mentioned that she was observing when the maize was growing to ensure the bridle
ways and footpaths were kept clear.

11. Discuss defibrillator funding and placement.

Cllr Hopkins had investigated the cost of wiring for a defibrillator in the church porch.  Due to the
specification of the cabling needed, the cost would be in the region of £1,200, so this was considered
unaffordable.  However, Mr & Mrs Evans, who live opposite the church, would consider housing the
defibrillator on their garage.  This is to be discussed further at the next meeting.

As there was no further business the meeting was closed at 8.30 pm.

Signed: ………………………………….. Date: ……………………………………………
Chairman of Council

NEXT MEETING Tuesday 1st July 2025, starting at 7.30 pm


