
ENMORE PARISH COUNCIL

DRAFT
Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 1st July 2025

in Enmore Memorial Hall starting at 7.30pm

Attendance: Cllr. Hopkins, Cllr Jackson, Cllr Hubbard, Cllr Hucker, Cllr Comley, Cllr Fergusson,
Clerk: D. McIlroy, RFO: A. Stoye. Cllr Caswell

1.  There were no apologies for absence.

2.  There were no Declarations of Interest on Agenda Items.

3.  Cllr Comley requested an amendment to the minutes of the meeting held on 6th May 2025 regarding
the first paragraph of section 8.  He asked that they be amended to: -

  “Cllr Hopkins suggested to Cllr Comley that, if he was not satisfied with the outcome of the
discussion, he could take such action as he considered necessary.”

 Subject to this amendment, the minutes were approved and duly signed.

4.  There were no public comments on agenda items or questions on matters of concern.

5.  Actions arising from previous meeting minutes:

Cllr Jackson suggested that the letters to the Chief Constable of Somerset and the Police
Commissioner requesting a police presence in Enmore should wait until the road between Taunton
and Bridgwater via Kingston St Mary has re-opened (due September 2025) and traffic has settled in a
pattern.  This was approved by the other councillors.

An email had been sent to Neil Popham to express the thanks of the Parish Council for his help
regarding the bracket for the SID.

Cllr Hucker has approached Mr & Mrs Flintoff who are happy to assist the Parish Council with the
siting of a mirror on their land.  Cllr Jackson suggested that Mr & Mrs Flintoff be made aware of their
liability before any further action is taken.  She also added that while the Parish Council had a duty of
care towards road users, it also had a duty of care to the land owners.

ACTION: Cllr Hopkins and D. McIlroy to write to Mr & Mrs Flintoff making them aware of
Somerset Council’s position regarding placement of mirrors and liability issues.

Cllr Comley had approached Mr Dodden, who questioned the liability in the event of an accident
potentially caused by the mirror and requests further information.

D. McIlroy has written to Zurich Insurance asking for advice regarding liability of the mirrors on
private land but had received no response.  Cllr Comley suggested writing to them again but this time
asking how much our premium would increase if we were to assume liability on the land owner’s
behalf.

ACTION: D. McIlroy to email Zurich and report back to the Parish Council.

Cllr Jackson has organised equipment and collection of rubbish for the litter pick on 13th July.



An email was sent to Mr & Mrs Manning acknowledging receipt of their letter regarding the
proposed construction of a barn.

Cllr Caswell reported that Mr Hackling no longer works for Somerset Council and that Cllr Richard
Wilkins is the Lead Member for Transport and Waste Services at Somerset Council.

ACTION: Cllr Hopkins & D. McIlroy to write letters/email K. Tyson and Cllr R. Wilkins asking
for updates on the three outstanding matters of correspondence, two of which relate to Highways.
One of these relates to the blocked drain in Church Lane reported by Mr Pound and the other
relates to the degradation of the road surface outside Enmore Golf Club.

6. Additional update reports

6.1  Speed management /SID update.

Cllr Comley reported that there had been no significant change in the data from the SIDs for
speeding vehicles but there had been a decrease in traffic, of approximately 25%, since the road
between Kingston St Mary and Taunton was closed.

He also stated he believed that the way forward was the use of average speed cameras to
monitor speeds through the village.  However, the cameras would need to be funded privately
due to the cost but any revenue generated from fines would go to central government and not
to the local area thus making the option less attractive to private investors. He has forwarded
data collected from the SIDs to Mark Weston (aide to Sir Ashley Fox MP) to investigate this
option.

Cllr Fergusson noted the continued presence of signs/cones for road works by the water
treatment plant which were causing an obstruction with no visible work being carried out.  As
this is within Durleigh Parish it was suggested that contact be made with the Clerk of Durleigh
Parish Council asking them to investigate the issue.

ACTION: D. McIlroy to email T. Roper (Clerk) and ask for assistance in this matter.

6.2  Update on Road safety/ horse /wildlife signage.

Cllr Jackson had received an email from K. Tyson regarding the installation of the signs.  The
work is outsourced to contractors who set their own timetable, but the signs should be installed
within the financial year.

6.3  Broadband update.

Cllr Caswell informed the Parish Council that Sir Ashley Fox has made arrangements to speak to
Openreach and has brought the lack of broadband facilities in rural areas, including Enmore, to
the attention of Sir Chris Bryant MP, Minister of State.  According to the reply to Sir Ashley
Fox, the villages mentioned, including Enmore, will benefit from the Project Gigabit scheme,
possibly with Openreach.  However, there is currently no confirmed timetable for this roll out.

6.4  Civil cemetery update.

Cllrs Jackson and Hucker circulated their report prior to the meeting.
It was recommended that a working party be set up to undertake general maintenance tasks:
weeding, filling in holes etc.



6.5  Wilder Enmore update.

Cllr Jackson reported that she and Beth Riches will be presenting on Community in Action at
the Quantocks Wildlife Symposium. They are giving the only presentation on Community
Action and will be illustrating what can be achieved.
Enmore School will be visiting the churchyard on 16th July to continue their observations and
the Churchyard itself has been awarded ‘Wilder Churchyard’ status.
Cllr Jackson is promoting the Wilder Enmore initiative with the residents and hoping to achieve
a Community Award for Enmore residents and their gardens.

7.  No new planning applications have been submitted.

8. No new correspondence has been received by the Clerk for the Parish Council.

9.  Finance report/ approval of payments.

A. Stoye had circulated her report to all councillors prior to the meeting.
She reported that the interest credited for June on the deposit account was £15.83.
She also mentioned that move of the Parish Council website to the new domain (needed to comply
with local government email requirements) had proved to be rather complicated and therefore she had
needed to ask for assistance with this.  She had paid a fee of £37.50 (plus VAT) to Enbecom for the
set up. The Domain registration for one year was £4.99 and the package for linked emails £24.99
(both plus VAT). She therefore asked for authorisation of a reimbursement of £80.98 in respect of
these two invoices.  This was approved by the Parish Councillors.

A. Stoye also reported she had attended a free webinar on how to improve Parish Council websites.
She considered that the webinar was mostly aimed at bigger councils or ones who contracted out
website work to professionals.  The message was that the aim of a website was to ‘build a community’
and keep residents informed.  She considered that much of this aim was already covered by the village
WhatsApp group plus the monthly magazine with event information and Parish Council reports.
Nevertheless, the Parish Council website could be improved, with some updating, and suggestions for
improvement were requested.  She would be able to undertake updating but not a major rebuild of the
website.

Cllr Hopkins thanked A. Stoye on behalf of the Parish Councillors for her work in this area.

10. Report from Neighbourhood Watch

Cllr Fergusson stated that he had nothing to report in Enmore.
Cllr Caswell highlighted the theft of heavy machinery from Wembdon Cricket Club within the last
week.

11.  Report from Footpaths Officer.

Cllr Hubbard reported that due to the fine weather maize crops were growing in the fields around
Enmore and were now over a foot in height with no visible footpaths cut. She has written a magazine
article to highlight this problem.  It is the duty of land owners to leave at least a metre of space on
public rights of way and bridleways.  he landowners in this case were believed to be Mr Bishop and
Mr Coles.  It was suggested that a map be found showing the fields in question and the rights of way
marked across them.  These maps would then accompany a letter to the relevant landowners asking
that the footpaths be reinstated.

ACTION: Cllr Hubbard to locate maps and mark paths



As there was no further business the meeting was closed at 8.20 pm.

Signed: ………………………………….. Date: ……………………………………………
Chairman of Council

NEXT MEETING Tuesday 2nd September 2025 at 7.30pm


